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FOME SYMPOSIUM 2024

30th September-1st October, 2024

Media Assistance: Mind the Gap! A
critical review of common practices and
strategies

A conference in Dortmund organized by the Erich-Brost
Institute for International Journalism in cooperation with
Deutsche Welle Akademie, icebauhaus, the Konrad-
Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) and MICT.
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FOME SYMPOSIUM 2024

Media Assistance —Mind the Gap! A critical review of
common practices and strategies

Working Group Members / media development reform:

Ines Drefs - DWA

Timo Ehmke — icebauhaus

Christoph Spurk — Spurk Media Consulting, (ehem. ZAHW)
Sofie Jannusch — fome coordinator, (ehem. Cameco)

Jey Wegner - MiCT

Anja Wollenberg — MiCT
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Media Assistance —Mind the Gap! A critical review of
common practices and strategies

9:45 Keynote: “The new order of media assistance and why it is
urgent to reform it”, By Dr. Dani Madrid-Morales (with Q6A)

- an overview on why and how the arrival of new non-Western
players in media assistance is forcing the sector to accelerate its
thinking on how to innovate.
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Day 1/ Morning

11:15-13:00 - Session 1: Western normativity in media assistance -
universal or flexible?
Coordination: MiCT with n-ost and the Friedrich-Naumann Foundation

Moderation: Ulrike Gruska — freelance journalist with a focus on Eastern Europe
(Berlin)

Panelists:

Rita Rudusa — Founder and former director of the Baltic Center for Media Excellence
(Riga); journalist and media expert on EaP countries

Nata Dzvelishvili = CEO at Indigo Magazine (Tbilisi); former Executive Director at the
Georgian Charter of Journalistic Ethics

Input: Dr. Anja Wollenberg — co-founder and head of research with MiCT (Berlin)
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Day 1 / afternoon

14:00-17:00 - Session 2: Local Ownership

Coordination: icebauhaus, in cooperation with Fondation Hirondelle and
Deutsche Welle Akademie

Workshop A: Role conflicts and power inequalities in partners relations
Facilitated by: Folke Kayser and Fahmin Ferdous (DWA)

Workshop B: Crossing the Donor and Practitioners’ Perspectives on Localization
Dastan Kamanzi Raphael — Executive Director; Tanzania Media Foundation
Caroline Vuillemin — General Director; Fondation Hirondelle

Hanspeter Wyss — Thematic Advisor Governance for Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC
Facilitated by Sasha Meuter (Fondation Hirondelle)

Workshop C: Undoing Game of Thrones

Facilitated by: Marina Modi, #defyhatenow, South Sudan and Stephen Kovats,
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Day 2 / morning

9:15-10:30 - Session 3: International coordination
Coordination: Deutsche Welle Akademie with the European Centre for Press

and Media Freedom

Manizja Aziz, Project Officer Safety of Journalists, Free Press Unlimited
Andreas Lamm, Interim Managing Director, ECPMF
Raghdan Orsud, Co-Founder, Beam Reports

Facilitator: Ines Drefs, Senior Consultant, DW Akademie
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Day 2 / morning

11:00-13:00 - Session 4: Measuring Impact
Coordination: Erich Brost Institute, in cooperation with Christoph Spurk
and Fondation Hirondelle

Panelists:
Andris Kesteris, European Commission, Principal Adviser — Civil Society and Media
(DG NEAR)

Emma Cantera, OECD, Senior policy analyst, Development Co-Operation Directorate
Dr. Sara Namusoga-Kaale, Makerere University, Kampala (Uganda)

Jeff Conroy-Krutz, associate professor and chair of political science at Michigan State
University, editor of the Afrobarometer Working Papers series
Nicola Harford, Managing Director, iMedia

Input: Dr Michel Leroy

Moderation: Christoph Spurk






