






















































fome_fome_Survey on Local Ownership

• Topics prioritised by donors in journalism support are not the most 
relevant topics for our local partners – 30% say that happens often. 

• We discuss regularly with donors our project priorities -48% say that 
happens always or often. 

• Digital and innovative projects focus on technology, NOT benefits to 
users. – 33% say that happens always of often



fome_fome_Survey on Participation

• Donors show little willingness to follow priorities of local partners 
regarding objectives – 30% say that happens often. 

• Local staff and advisors observe this more often than staff in Germany

• Media assistance organisations in Germany think that they often
discuss the  mode of cooperation critically with their local partners –
79% confirm

• Again, staff in Germany (management) is much more optimistic on that than 
local staff
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COORDINATION



fome_fome_Survey on Coodination

• Coordination is lacking - 74% of respondents confirm („strongly 
agree“ or „agree“)

• Coordination should prevent duplication – 90% of respondents 
confirm

• Coordination should be strictly information exchange,  - 31% confirm

• What more than info exchange?



fome_fome_What more? 

MentionsAdditional roles of coordination

18Learning and Sharing;  Joint Research

13Advocacy and Networking

12Collaboration (in projects or part of it)

2Ensuring Safety of Journalists

2Working on Co-funding

1Avoid overloading local partners



fome_fome_Opinions on coordination
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IMPACT MEASUREMENT
THE MEASUREMENT OF THE EFFECTS OF THE PROJECT/PROGRAMME 
(Beyond Outputs = OUTCOMES AND IMPACTS)



fome_fome_fome Survey – Evidence on Impact
• Monitoring whether activities are conducted as planned –

• 94% say that happens „always“ or „often“. 
• Planning outcomes and impacts according to theory of change

• 87% say that happens „always“ or „often“. 
• Little doubt by some people:
• “The theory of change is rarely formalised (or else it is not really a theory of 

change as such) …without questioning the causal links and what may be 
interfering. ... In short, unfortunately, it is often a formal exercise that has little to 
do with the reality on the ground.”
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Outline
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Context … understanding the nature of “media assistance” 
programmes by emerging/returning actors

#1

Contrast … comparing the principles, beneficiaries and 
approaches to media assistance of different actors 

#2

Change … situating information sovereignty at the centre of 
media assistance activities can strengthen .

#3



Context

▪ The return (not arrival) of old (not new) 
players has disrupted some areas of the 
media development space.

▪ Examining the nature of some “media 
assistance” programmes by these “new” 
actors offers food for thought for 
practitioners elsewhere



Context | RT Academy Launches in Africa
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https://academy.rt.com/


Context | Media Partnerships at Sochi 2019 & St. Petersburg 2023 
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“We should stop seeing the things through the eyes of 
others — through the eyes of Reuters or Associated Press” 
Director, Maghreb Arabe Presse.

“We should build a [Russian-African] partnership, which 
will allow us to change the narratives on the whole 
continent” Director General, Ghanaian News Agency.

Source: https://tass.ru/obschestvo/7037458

https://tass.ru/obschestvo/7037458


Context | China-Led Multilateral Media Forums & Summits
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5th  World Media Summit in 
Beijing

China-CELAC Media Leaders 
Summit

China-Central Asia News 
Agency Forum

Chinese-Arab Media 
Cooperation Forum



Context | Something on history
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Source: https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-837 

https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-581
https://chineseposters.net/posters/e16-339
https://chineseposters.net/posters/e15-837


Context | Chinese investment in media and telecommunications sectors 
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Context | Chinese investment in media and telecommunications sectors 
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Context | Types of “media assistance” projects by “new” actors
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Support of 
Libyan Private 

TVSputnik & 
Algeria Press 

Service

RT Opens 
Jo’burg Bureau

Russian 
content 

on TV

TV Novosti & 
Eri-TV

RT Academy 
Launches

Donation of 
equipment

Source: Birkevich (2021)

CRI FM radio 
station

Investment in 
local media

Launch of 
broadcasting 

centre

Chinese 
satellite TV in 
rural villages

Chinese shows 
on national TV

Journalists 
trained in 

China

News agency 
content  exchange

agreement

Source: Madrid-Morales (2021)

Journalists 
trained in 

China

https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43
https://www.kas.de/documents/285576/0/How+China%2C+Turkey+and+Russia+influence+media+in+Africa.pdf/6594fc3e-f240-6aea-342d-92c8f90dbf43


Context | Training Courses Offered to “Developing Countries” in 2017

Programme Length Training institution

Seminar on Radio & Television for Senior Techniques 
Management from Developing Countries 

14 days

Seminar for News Reporters of Caribbean Countries 13 days State Administration of Radio, Film and Television 
Training Institute

Seminar for Omnimedia Reporters of Developing 
Countries 

14 days

Seminar on Movie &TV Media and Brand Management for 
Developing Countries 

20 days Hunan Foreign Trade Vocational College

Training Course on Digital TV Broadcasting Techniques for 
Developing Countries 

15 days

Seminar on Telecommunication New Technology & 
Equipment Maintenance for Developing Countries 

56 days Wuhan Post and Telecommunications Research 
Institute

Training Course on TV Editing Broadcasting Techniques for 
Developing Countries 

21 days China Radio and Television International Economic 
and Technical Cooperation Corporation
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Context | What do participants say of these training programmes?
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Source: YouTube

http://en.people.cn/n3/2016/1202/c90000-9150101.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEhY_bOUOok&t=1s&ab_channel=VOAAfrica


Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

“Seminar on New Media for Belt and Road countries”

Delivered by the “Research and Training Institute” of the “National Radio and 
Television Administration”, People’s Republic of China (RTI of NRTA)

Targeted at new media personnel from B&R countries at “cadres of section" or 
division level 

Aims to “promote common media development”, as well as “international media 
exchanges and cooperation between China and B&R countries”.

Held online between September 16 and 29, 2021 (15 days)
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Source: Yau (2024)

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/a-global-south-with-chinese-characteristics/


Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

Part I: New Media Operation and Globalization Strategy

“The seminar introduces the concept and model of integration between traditional media 
and new media in the new media era, sharing China's new media operation experience and 
overseas dissemination.”

Part II: Status quo of China’s radio, television and new media

“[M]edia policies as well as rules and regulations, with its focus on China’s radio 
and television industry in promoting the construction of mainstream media”

Part III: Case sharing on post-pandemic new media business

“Industry experts are invited to introduce the reporting concepts and news practices in 
China’s fight against the pandemic, and to share successful cases related to China's new 
media business.”
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Context | What do Chinese media training programmes look like?

Part IV: The construction of “Smart NRTA” and the application of new media 
technologies

“The seminar will introduce the research and application of China’s “Smart NRTA” 
digital technology and 5G technology in radio, television and online audios and 
videos, thus facilitating the development of new media industry in B&R countries.”

Part V: Theory and practice of media convergence in 5G era

Part VI: China's national conditions

“Introduce China's basic national conditions based on Xi Jinping's thoughts on 
socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era, and share the achievements 
and experience gained since the founding of the People's Republic of China and 
China's reform and opening up. Introduce the achievements of China's Winter 
Olympics preparations and poverty alleviation activities.”
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Contrast

▪ Discrepancies between discourses of 
cooperation/aid of non-DAC countries and 
activities on the ground

▪ Overlap in perceptions towards DAC and 
non-DAC projects and activities



Contrast | China’s approach to “media development”

▪ China’s approach to development aid and cooperation is governed by a series of 
principles that have been immutable for some decades and expressed in a 2011 
white paper:

▪ Mix of multilateral and bilateral cooperation

▪ Discourse of “non-conditionality of aid”

▪ China sees itself as “the world’s largest developing nation”

▪ Cooperation is described as “mutually beneficial” and “win-win”

▪ Chinese authorities talk of “media cooperation” rather than “media 
assistance”
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Contrast | Partnership of equals?
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The East African, 
11 October 2014

China Daily African 
Edition, 

March, 2014



Contrast | DAC vs Non-DAC countries

▪ Cooper (2017) identified four key differences between China and OECD’s DAC donors:

▪ Support for “independent media” versus support for government

▪ Involvement versus non-involvement

▪ Training versus infrastructure

▪ Diverse versus unified support 
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Questions
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Western normativity in IMA

     

The concept of independent media no longer works for selection of 
local partners (or beneficiaries) – 

46% “strongly agree” or “agree”

 

Relevance







Session 1: Western normativity in media 
assistance – universal or flexible?

What do we talk about when we talk about independence and 

independent media in the field of International Media Assistance (IMA)?

Anja Wollenberg, 31.09.2024

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA



∙ Absence of political pressure (deriving from political parties, owners or 

governments)

∙ Absence of market pressure (deriving from commercial competition or 

advertisement clients)

∙ Editorial autonomy and adherence to professional standards 

(truthfulness, political balance, protection of sources, fact checking)

Definition of media independence (Karpinnen 2017)

Karpinnen, J. (2017) What do we 
talk about when we talk about 
media independence?
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Definition





∙ Absence of political pressure (deriving from political parties, 

owners or governments)

∙ Absence of market pressure (deriving from commercial 

competition or advertisement clients)

∙ Editorial autonomy and adherence to professional standards 

(truthfulness, political balance, protection of sources, fact 

checking….)

Definition of media independence (Karpinnen 2017)

Karpinnen, J. (2017) What do we 
talk about when we talk about 
media independence?
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How is the media development sector responding to the decline of independent 

media? Let us have  a look into trends:

What kind of engagement?

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA

Media professionals promote 
political change and  and/or 
take sides for political 
movement 

The neutral independent 
observer who reports 
objectively and impartial

Trends



How is the media development sector responding to the decline of independent 

media? Temptative answer (from survey on trends): we witness a shift away from 

the classical idea of independent media as neutral and detached observer 

towards independent media as agents of change and independent journalists as 

advocating for a good cause or a purpose. 
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Western normativity in IMA

Hypothesis



How is the media development sector responding to the decline of independent 

media? Temptative answer (from survey on trends): we witness a shift away from 

the classical idea of independent media as neutral and detached observer 

towards independent media as agents of change and independent journalists as 

advocating for a good cause or a purpose. 
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Hypothesis





Public Interest Media

It’s often about topics that are essential for our democracy but that can be 

difficult or dry to understand. It’s hard, complex and time-consuming to do, but it 

challenges the powerful and stands up for the powerless. (charitable journalism 

project)

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA

Hypothesis



“If the mainstream media presents itself as independent because it follows its 

own logic of journalistic culture, for other independent media the same term 

means freedom from that very notion of mainstream journalistic culture. 

Instead of non-commitment or detachment, independent or indie, then, can 

also mean radical politicisation, orientation to social justice or political 

commitment.” (Karpinnen, J. 2017)
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Hypothesis







Example2. 

MiCT Research in Afghanistan; Cluster 1.3: 
>>  media support was perceived as aiming to advance 
specific topics (rather than advancing the media system)

(3.131 C1.3) “Swedish Committee for Afghans was interested only in the issue of 
refugees; a Canadian organization called War Child was only supporting children, 
a German one, which I forgot its name was interested in girls’ education. 
(Female, Herat)

 “UNICEF support was about polio, UNDP, USAID about election, IEC 
(independent election commission) also about election, War Child from Canada 
focused on the topic of children. We had a particular person to deal with donors.” 
(Int.18)
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Key Question: 

If funding for a specific cause or purpose is provided by Western institutions or 

governments – this cannot at the same time work as support for independent 

Media (or can it?)

>> editorial autonomy?

>> information sovereignty?

>> credibility and trust in independent media?

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA

Problem Statement



What themes and approaches are currently trending in media 
assistance?

FINDINGS FROM THE SURVEY

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA





The echo chamber: media have internalized donor priorities to the 

extent that any needs assessment produce the same priorities that the 

donors had a-priori. 

“Political and civil elites in Africa and other regions of the Global South 

are implicated into accepting these externally produced policy 

prescriptions as common sense” (Mawuko-Yevugah, 2014, p. 19). (Harris 

2022, p. 28). 

Susanne Gondwe Harris (2022) 
Manufacturing the liberal media m through 
developmentality in Malawi. In: Pait, H.; 
Laet, J.  (eds.) Media, Development and 
Democracy (pp.23-44)
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Problem Statement



Needs assessment is commonly applied as solution to overcome donor 
driven agenda setting

fome symposium 2024
Western normativity in IMA

Problem Statement





Thank you for your attention!

Anja Wollenberg
wollenberg@mict-international.org
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https://akademie.dw.com/en/how-young-burundians-reclaim-spaces-for-dialogue-despite-media-repression/a-66887071








https://youtu.be/79FhEhWGXjw?si=LM-EgSCaHV0-UJ8P
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